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look at his conduct towards the ex -Wali of Kandahar. 
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in Central Asia, we are thinking of retiring even from 
that frontier which is necessary for the defence of India, 


The present Liberal Government seems to be in favour 


of masterly inactivity. -It is of opinion that it is unneces- 
sary to adopt any precautionary measures until India is actual- 
ly threatened by an enemy. But obviously this is not the right 
policy. Itis a matter of deep regret that we have abandoned 
Kandahar. We have lately foolishly withdrawn our troops 
even from those outposts which we had hitherto retained in 
our possession. We should adopt that policy which all the 
other powers at present are pursuing. We look upon the Amir 
Abdul Rahman Khan as our trustworthy friend, but this yet 
remains to be seen whether he is really our friend. At present 
he is acting unjustly towards our own friends :—for instance, 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Mirat-al-Hind for October (received on the 11th 
The Liberal Govern. November) publishes a long article 
ment and the natives. 


communicated by Muhammad Murad 
Ali of Ajmere. The writer states that the late Conservative 


Government picked a quarrel with the late Amir Sher Ali. 
The war cost about 39 millions sterling and hundreds of our 
brave soldiers and officers perished in it. We have derived no 
substantial advantage from it. We have not: retained eren 
a portion of the Afghan territories in our possession: ° The 
Conservatives also passed the Arms Act, imposed a license-’ 
tax on the traders, and gagged the native press. The natives 
were dissatisfied with their administration on account of 
these measares. They thought that if the Liberals came to’ 
power all their sufferings would be at an end. Accord 
ingly they prayed for their success at the time of the Patli 
mentary elections. Heaven granted their prayer: The 


Liberals were victorious. But it is to be: de 0 


to power, bat they have not yet dor 
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natives. Mr. Gladstone criticised the acts of the late Govern- 
ment when he was not in office. Now he says that as he is 
in office, he is bound to maintain the laws of his predecessors, 
The unfortunate natives have now found out the meaning of 
the word policy. We are afraid that if they become hopeless, 
they will now begin to pray for the downfal of the Liberal 
Government. Mr. Gladstone should pity them and at all 
events abolish the Press Act, the Arms 1 and the Lioense 
Tax Act. 5 


The Pritt Dhdrd (published in Marathi at Dhar) of the Circulation, 
7th November (received on the lak 
idem) says that the British Govern- 

ment has put a stop to all those evils which prevailed under 
the native rule. But it is to be regretted that the people can- 
not but curse it every day when they take their food for the 
heavy duty levied by it on salt. The Karachi correspondent 
of the Pioneer lately contributed a letter to that paper; in 
which he pointed out how the people were oppressed under the 
Salt Act. He says that formerly salt was sold at 3 or 4 annas 
per maund at Karachi, but that now it sells at Rs, 3 per 
maund. The manufacture of salt does not cost more than 
2 annas per maund, but the Government levies a duty of. 
Rs, 2-8 per maund. About one thousand mannds of salt are 
manufactured every day. It is easy to imagine what a large 
revenue the Government derives from this article. The cor- 
respondent of the Pioneer also refers to the case of a poor 
old woman who took some earth from: the ground near ber 
hut and built a hearth ont of it. min ghted 
the hearth, zome saline dane, Came sep 


The Salt Act. 


she was sentenced to impris 
marks that this is really a terribl tate of t ings.’ Both the 
Salt Ant items eo . ok ‘are equally. 


Cir 
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The same 5 paper refers to an order, Which is said to have 
been lately issued by the Director of 
. * — 8 Public Instruction in Bombay, prohi- 
— in — biting teachers in Government schools 
from practising private tuition, and approves of the order, 
on the ground that if a schoolmaster works after school 
hours, he cannot perform his duties in school with zeal and 
energy, and that avaricious teachers endeavour to induce 
their well-to-do pupils to engage them as their private 
tutors. It is quite true that some teachers get very small 
salaries which are not sufficient for their support, but then 
why do they accept such small salaries? 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 10th November says that the 
Government is not niggardly in the 

eee en matter of giving English education 
to the natives. But there are some 

men who wish that we should not be able to make any great 
progress in education like the European nations. These our 
enemies are endeavouring to lead the Government to believe 
that, in spite of all its efforts, we shall never be able to 
appreciate English education. It is now the duty of our 
countrymen to show that the charge of apathy to educa- 
tion brought against. them is unfounded. It is a fact that 
some pressure is necessary to encourage education among 
an ignorant and barbarous people. Of course the Gow “ — 
ment would not be justified in bringing any pressure to 
bear upon the natives in this matter, but the leaders of the : 
native community and the native associations shou 1 Jo 0. 
The Government has done all it could do to encoura 5 
education. It has bestowed high posts on educated natives 
and also held out similar hopes for the future, although ik 
was not bound to do so. But it is to be regretted that, in spite 
of all this, a sufficient love of 2 has not ye been 
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becomes hopeless, it will sooner or later be obliged to with- 
hold the means which it has provided for our education, and 
then the country will again be plunged into that state of 
ignorance from which it has just begun to emerge. Some of 
our countrymen think that the sooner the Government 
abolishes the colleges the better. They are of opinion that 
when the Government institutions are abolished, they will 
feel their want, and then they will establish their own institu- 
tions and take the management of their education in their 
own hands. But they are mistaken. Enlightenment has 
not yet so far spread among the natives that they may be 
expected to make their own arrangements for their educa- 
tion. 


The Akhbdr-i-Am of the 12th November says that the ¢ 


The Viceroy’s visits to Calcutta Statesman had an interesting 
Native States, article in a late issue on the, subject 
of Viceregal tours in Native States. Before we notice that 
article, we ask what is the object of the Viceroys of India in 
making these tours? Is it their object merely to enjoy 


pleasure, to gratify their curiosity, to have a change of air, 


or to obtain an insight into the condition of the people? It 
is generally believed that their object is to make themselves 
acquainted with the condition of the people: But we regret 
to say that the way in which the ‘gubernatorial tours are 
performed defeats that object. Lord Ripon is about to pay 
a visit to Jaipur. But will he be able to discover the real 
state of things there? The Jaipur Council has resolved 
to spend one lakh. of rupees’ on hospitality from the 
State treasury. Moreover, the people will be -eompelled 
by the Darbar to Nr their 
pondent of the Statesma 
Darbar is going to exercise | greater severity: th 
All e, he who lve ont the town 1 have 0 1 
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Jaipur, but such things are done i in every Native State on 
the occasion of the visit of a high European officer. The 
people cannot do anything but simply curse the visitor. 
Wben the Vioeroy visits a town, he finds houses clean. ‘and 
whitewashed and the people dressed in their best attire, and 
is induced by outward appearances to imagine that the country 
is in a happy and prosperous condition. If the prinei- 
pal object of the Viceroy in making these tours is no other 
than to make himself acquainted with the real condition 
of the people, that object ean be much better attained by 
reading the newspapers published in the different parts 
of the country than by these tours as they are at present 
conducted. The Indian Mirror is quite right in saying 
that sometimes a Native State realizes the money it has had 
to spend on the reception of a British afficer from the 
people. ‘The Statesman states that these Viceregal tours are 
as it were surgical instruments for cutting the living people, 
and urges that the Government should inform and assure, by 
means of a letter, the Native States, and especially the British 
Residents at these States, who are the root of all the evil, that 
the Viceroy does not like such costly displays. There is no 
doubt that such an order is extremely needed. The Gover- 
nor-General and the Provincial Lieutenat-Governors are 
changed every five years, and every new Governor-General — 
and Lientenant-Governor are naturally anxious to visit the 
country in order to ascertain the condition of the p ple. 
These visits entail a large expenditure on the Natiye States, 5 
which can ill afford to bear it. The public often takes bo 
Native States to task for paying low salaries to their office 4, 3 
and attributes the prevalenee of corruption and bribery am oi 5 
these officers to this füuct. But what can the poor Rajas 
and Nawabs do?. When they. have to squander their revena “oe 
in this way, how can they afford to pay suitable salaries to heir 
officers? The Residents are all-powerful in Ni id ve States 


ad ; * * 


more even than they do the Viceroy When any high 
European officer goes to see a Native State, io Resident 
orders grand preparations to be made for bis i 
order that the visitor may praise him for his good adminis- 
tration. The present Liberal Government should take all 
these things into consideration and put a stop to the evil 
in question. It should show to the world that it is not only 
liberal in name, but also liberal in deed. The Native States 
add to the glory of the British Empire. To do any wrong to 


them is foul play or rather dishonesty on the part of the para- 
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The Ahsan-al-Akhbdr of the 27 October (received on Circulation, 
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The construction of a 


Muhammadan mosque 8 determi uation of the 
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washing their dirty hands near thé pipes makes them still more 
averse to the use of this wholesome water. The Municipal 
Commitee should adopt some suitable measures in order that 
the Hindus may have no obj ection to use this water. 


The Anwdr-al-A khbdr ( Lucknow) of the 20th October 
(received on the 11th November) pub- 
83 of ols lishes a long article communicated by 
eee eee one Murad Ali of Ajmere. The writer 
complains that the Inspector in charge of the police-station at 
Ajmere, who is a Kazi, is quite unfit for his post. He is a 
very lazy man and no one fears him. Ajmere is surrounded: 
on all sides by Native States, in which there are many tribes, _ 
such as Minas, Bhils, Go., whose hereditary profession is 
robbery, and therefore cases of theft and robbery are very fro · 
quent in that town. No less than fifty robberies must have been 
committed in Ajmere within the last one year, some of which 


vere of a very daring kind. Some time ago a Seth of Jaipur 


was robbed near Ajmere. The thieves carried away about 
five thousard rupees worth of jewellery and so severely beat 
him that he died after a few days. Only about two weeks . 
some man killed a prostitute named Ashuran, threw her 
body into a well, and stole all her jewellery, valued at fourteen 
or fifteen hundred rupees. The. present City Inspector of 
Police generally does not succeed in tracing thefts, Some 
European Inspector, or some able native police officer, guch a as 

Muhammad Khan, Muhammad Abdulla Khan, or M. inshi - 


Din Dayal, should be sce in one of the voher lation a 
Ajmere. oe ce 
The Panjab Punch (Lahore) of the 8th N 1 a * 
The Eri om ei which le 
8 to tons, then represented as presenting a petition 
ose houses were destro pas ey 
ed by water owing to the . His Honor the Lieutenant Ge vert 
De of the Panjab, praying for. the pt 
9 of compensation to those men whose houses were und 
mined and demolished by water owing to the late resery 
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accident at Lahore. In ͤ the letter-preas the editor states that 
the men have been rendered houseless, The Municipal Com- 
mittee and the contractor do not listen to them. But really : 
something should be done for thetn. 


The Panjabi Akhbdr ( Lahore) of the and November states 


that Mr. S. Blunt has lately been 
publishing articles. on Islam in order 
to obtain notoriety. His articles have supplied our Anglo- 
Indian contemporaries with the opportunity of expressing 
their own strange ideas on the subject. The Panjabi Akhbdr 
then gives the substance of one of Mr. Blunt's articles which 
was noticed by the: Civil and Military | Gazette in a late 
issue, and remarks that such articles were also published by 
English newspapers before the late Russo-Turkish war. They 
all urged that the ‘European powers should divide the Tur- 
kish Empire. among themselves, This has been done, and a 
large portion of Turkey lias been seizéd by them. Now it is 
prophesied that the Sultan will de expelled from Europe in 
1883. This prediction may be fulfilled: As all the Buro- 
pean powers are bent on the expulsion of the Turks from 
Europe, or rather on the entire extirpation. of the Turkish 
Empire, it is beyond the shadow of a doubt that it will 
cease to exist ere long. Mr. Blunt has made a great 

mistake in confining the khilafat to the Kuresh tribe, and in 
saying that the Sultan will make Baghdad. or Damasens his 
capital after his expulsion from Europe. The Christians will 
not like to see Jerusalem remain in the possession of the Mu- 
sal mans. They will never allow the Turks to rule eren in 
Asia. But it should be. remembered that the destra 00 * of 
Muhammadan States cannot in any way affect : 
virtues of Islam. The conduct of the Christian powers of 

Europe towards the Turks will clearly a show how far they are 


Ur. 8. Blunt and Islam. 
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Panjab. University, and the Council of Regency at Patiala. 
It has lately used very harsh.and indecent terms* in regard 
to the Lientenant-Governor of the Panjab and the Secretary 
to the Panjab Government: Was Act IX. of 1878 enacted 
merely for show? Why does not Government take action 
against that paper under the provisions of that Act? If the 
Council of Regency at Patiala commits auy illegal acts, the 
newspapers should of course criticise its conduct. But ne 
newspaper should speak in Billingsgate of the officers at the 
head of an administration, Aa regards the employment 
by the members of the Council of Regency at Patiala of 
their relatives in the. service of the State, there is no 


country in the world in which the relatives of high officers 5 


are not employed in the public service of that country. 
There is hardly any depa 


of their relatives employed in the public service. There 
seems to be nothing objectionable in this as long as they 5 
form their duties honestly. If there is any reason to doubt 
their honesty, they may be transferred to different places. 


ment or any district in British - 
India in which some officers are not found to have some 


The Victoria Paper seems to refer to that article of the Abort Ain wa 


abstract translation of which was given at page 619 of the Selections from 


vernacular newspepers for the week ending the 25th October, 1881. 
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